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January 8, 1981 
Interviewed by Abby Hicks 
 
Transcribed by Unknown 
 
Hicks: Your place of birth was? 
Mah: In Quantung China. Quantung is a province and the specific place they call [ ]. 
Hicks: Is that in the north or south? 
Mah: South. 
Hicks: How long did you live there? 
Mah: We lived kind of on and off. [ ] is a village and I went to school in Canton and I went to school in 
Hong Kong so I lived in the village on and off until I came to the United States at about sixteen 
years of age. 
Hicks: So like you went to school and then came back during vacations? 
Mah: Right, during summer vacations. 
Hicks: So you lived out in the country? 
Mah: Uh huh. [ ] country. 
Hicks: Your birthdate? 
Mah: October 17, 1932. 
Hicks: When did you come to the United States? 
Mah: In 1949. 
Hicks: Directly or did you have to make some stops? 
Mah: Well, at that time they had the American consulate in Hong Kong so everyone I think had to go 
through that consulate before we get on the plane or boat to come to the United States. 
Hicks: How old were you? 
Mah: I was sixteen. 
Hicks: How many brothers and sisters did you have before you arrived? 
Mah: I was an only child. 
Hicks: And after? 
Mah: Same thing. 
Hicks: Did your family all arrive together? 
Mah: No, I came by myself. 
Hicks: Where did you live? 
Mah: Just the town? I came straight to Stockton, so I have been here all this time. 
Hicks: Did you ever go to school? 
Mah: Where? Right here in this country? 
Hicks: Before you came here? 
Mah: Oh yes. When I started school, like first grade, it was a little country school in the village with all 
the grades together from grade one. There wasn’t any kindergarten then. There was grade one 
through grade six all in one school. So I stayed there one year and then I went to Hong Kong for 
the rest of the time. 
Hicks: Who was the teacher? Was it a qualified teacher who taught that?  
Mah: No. Maybe just a high school boy. 
Hicks: The competition in Hong Kong, was it stiff? 
Mah: When I was going to school in Hong Kong the school I went to was supposedly a very good school 
and it was a missionary school and we had very highly qualified teachers there. 
Hicks: English? 
Mah: Yes, we started English in second grade. 
Hicks: But Chinese second language or … 
Mah: No. English would be the second language. It’s a major course that we have to take. 
Hicks: How about in the United States? 
Mah: Okay, when I came over here I had finished tenth grade in China and so I just continued on. I went 
to Stockton College, the old Delta College then was called Stockton College. I went there and 
they had the eleventh and the twelfth grades right there with the junior college, so I went to 
Stockton College and I continued on until I graduate the fourteenth grade. 
Hicks: You mean senior high? They didn’t have… I mean, the twelfth grade was … 
Mah: Twelfth grade was considered high school and I completed the twelfth grade. There and I went on 
to thirteenth and fourteenth which was the junior college. 
Hicks: Did you have to stay back a year when they came? Like did they put you back? Because when I 
came, I was younger, but I had to stay back a year partly because of my language difficulty and 
just adjusting. 
Mah: No, I didn’t. It was difficult, but no, I just went on the eleventh and twelfth grades. 
Hicks: Well you knew English, didn’t you? 
Mah: Not that well, not that well. I really had to struggle and it wasn’t that interesting to me either. I 
just had to go through it and then later on, and probably you’ll ask me questions on my later 
education. 
Hicks: Parent’s educational background? 
Mah: Parents? High school, both of them. 
Hicks: What grade level is that? 
Mah: High school I think is up to the twelfth grade. 
Hicks: Your parent’s religion? 
Mah: Well my mother was supposed to be a baptized Christian, but ever since she came to this country, 
she didn’t understand the language, so she didn’t attend church that regularly. 
Hicks: How about your own religion? 
Mah: On and off, going to church, not a regular attender at church. 
Hicks: At the Baptist Church? 
Mah: Oh, St. Mark is the Methodist Church I’ve been going to, but not very regularly. 
Hicks: Have your religious views changed since coming here? 
Mah: I think so. Like I said, I attended a missionary school and the teacher made us go to church every 
Sunday then and we also had Bible Study as our regular curriculum when I was in high school, so 
I guess I was a little more firmer believer in Christianity then than now since I’ve been away 
from the church now. 
Hicks: When you came here did you go to church?  
Mah: Yes. 
Hicks: Did that help a lot or … 
Mah: Not really. 
Hicks: Like some people find you know, support when they first come here in church. Why is that do you 
think that you changed your views? 
Mah: Well, I don’t know. I guess I’m a little more scientific believer now than spiritual. 
Hicks: Did your mother work outside the home? 
Mah: She did. When I first came, my parents had operated a laundry and then they sold the business 
and my mother went to work in the cannery. 
Hicks: Oh, you said that your parents didn’t come with you. 
Mah: My father was here when I was just a little girl. He came by himself and then later after the war, 
after the Second World War he became a veteran, so he sent for my mother, you know as a wife 
of a veteran, so she came over first and left me behind in school. I was in a boarding school. 
Hicks: And you stayed in the boarding school for … 
Mah: For a couple more years and then I came and joined them. 
Hicks: I see. So, they were here. That was a full-time job obviously, the laundry? 
Mah: Yes. 
Hicks: And then she worked full-time when she was at the cannery? 
Mah: Well you know the cannery is seasonal work. Just whatever is in season. 
Hicks: Did your mother work in the old country? 
Mah: No, she didn’t. 
Hicks: How did you feel about your mother working? 
Mah: Well, I think it was really necessary because my father worked in the restaurant and he wasn’t 
really earning that much money, in a Chinese restaurant especially, so I guess it was necessary 
for her to work and they made very good wages in the cannery so I was glad that she worked. 
Hicks: Back in the old country would she have worked if there were jobs do you think or … 
Mah: I don’t think so. We had enough to get by and in fact we even had a maid in our house so it’s 
pretty common back in the old country whenever a person can afford it, having a maid or a 
servant is very common. 
Hicks: You know, when you say a maid, lots of times a maid gets close to the family too. 
Mah: Oh yes. Practically it’s almost like, I hate to use the word slave, but that was how she came to our 
house, almost just like bought her over. Course we really didn’t really make her do… How would 
I… She’s just like part of the family, to help out, because living in the village we didn’t have all 
the running water and conveniences like that so she had to go to the well and get water for us 
and you don’t have a gas or electric stove to turn it on and off like that, so she had to build a fire 
for cooking and doing this. Just some odds and ends jobs. Like wash clothes by hand and iron 
clothes by hand and we really needed some extra help. 
Hicks: They had markets where you lived, didn’t they? 
Mah: Oh yes. But we really didn’t have to go out to buy much food at all. We had our own little 
vegetable garden and we raised our own chickens, except I guess we had to buy beef and pork. 
Hicks: Where did your parents live when they came to Stockton? 
Mah: Where? On what street? It was in the south part of town. 
Hicks: At that time, would you know how many Chinese had come to Stockton? 
Mah: Not that many. I think about maybe a couple hundred. That’s all I figure. 
Hicks: So you say you had no problems adjusting to your mother’s working. How did you feel about 
leaving the old country? 
Mah: I didn’t want to live there because of all my friends and I went to school and I had a very 
comfortable life living in the dorm where all the meals were prepared and we didn’t have to 
even do our own laundry. We just put it in the dirty clothes bag and send it out and then we get 
them all cleaned and pressed. So I had a real good life and I really enjoyed it. I hated to leave. 
Hicks: Did your feelings change once you got here? 
Mah: No. I was even more miserable after I arrived here. It took a few years to adjust. The school life 
was not the same as what we had back in China. And for one thing, language and second thing, 
there weren’t that many teenagers that I could get along with. The ones that were born here 
had their own group and there weren’t that many who came from China at that time. I could 
count less than one hand full who were in that same school, at the Stockton College then, so 
there were about three or four of us. 
Hicks: What did you like most about your life in the old country? 
Mah: The people, I guess. The people. I wouldn’t say the way of life there because it was really a 
hardship to live back there. I liked the schools. We had a much better school system back there. 
I still believe that. 
Hicks: The people? The people at school or those when you went back to the farm or? 
Mah: Just the people you know that are around you. 
Hicks: Relatives? 
Mah: Uh huh. You feel more comfortable. 
Hicks: Did you have a lot of relatives back there? 
Mah: Yes. 
Hicks: Were they close by to you? 
Mah: Within walking distance. 
Hicks: That close? Was there anything about the old country you didn’t like? 
Mah: Maybe the bathroom facilities? We just took a trip back to China in the summer and we all talk 
about that we had to use those outhouses. 
Hicks: You had to use them? 
Mah: No. Everyone was amazed that I didn’t have to use them. That was in the summer and we 
perspired so much so I guess I didn’t have any extra liquid to get rid of. 
Hicks: Were you ever able to do anything about the things you didn’t like? 
Mah: No, not really. One thing, I was too young, and I didn’t think of trying to improve anything. I just 
accepted it the way it was. 
Hicks: This is what you remember about what life was like when you first came to the United States. 
What kinds of things did you expect to find in the United States? 
Mah: I really didn’t know what I expect at all. When people talked about the United States they called it 
the Golden Mountain, you know that do you? Okay, so I really didn’t know what to expect really. 
I had no idea what life would lead to or what would happen to me I just had no idea. I just 
depended on my parents. 
Hicks: Okay, you heard about the Golden Mountain. Was that the reason that you… 
Mah: Right, because all you heard about people coming to the United States was to send money home, 
regardless of what you have to do to earn that money. 
Hicks: What did you think when you got here? 
Mah: Oh, that was really bad. I felt like people working in the laundry and working so hard and people 
working in the restaurant, were working at jobs that were kind of degrading and I didn’t feel too 
good about people having to do that kind of work at all. That was when I first came here. 
Hicks: What do you think now? 
Mah: Well, I think any job as long as person is happy, any job is just equal. It doesn’t matter what kind of 
job, white collar or blue collar as long as it’s a job, and honest job. They’re equally respectable. 
Hicks: Was there anything in the United States that surprised you? 
Mah: Yes. When I first came the mannerisms of the young people really surprised me. They were kind of 
rude. The people were more rude here than the people in China. I think they were more polite 
people back there. I know some people think the other way around, that the Chinese talk too 
loud and other things. 
Hicks: I thought the other was that they were quiet, shy, and… 
Mah: I see people eating right in front of you without offering to you. When we were in China among 
friends, if you had something to eat you always offered to everyone first, “Would you like some? 
Would you like to eat this?” before you start eating yourself. And also when we would sit down 
and you were trained ever since you were a little girl or you were a little boy to keep your feet 
on the floor and it was bad manners to put your feet on the desk or on the table and you always 
kept your legs crossed, but when I looked at the way girls sit here, well that was really kind of a 
shock to me. 
Hicks: You said sit down, but a lot of times they sit on the floor don’t they or squat? 
Mah: No, that’s Japanese style. Chinese always have a chair. That’s Japanese. 
Hicks: Oh, I thought it was the Chinese that would squat down. 
Mah: Well, only when you don’t have a chair. When you don’t have anything to sit on. 
Hicks: Did your family settle in Stockton when they first arrived? 
Mah: My father when he first came, he was working with my grandfather in New York. Only after the 
Second World War, then he came over here because we had relatives here. So, after my mother 
came, they settled right here. 
Hicks: What did he do with your grandfather? 
Mah: Laundry business also. 
Hicks: Where was that at? 
Mah: In New York. I don’t know exactly. Brooklyn, New York. 
Hicks: You said your mother arrived in Stockton. Did your family settle with relatives from the old 
country? 
Mah: Yes, an uncle and an aunt. 
Hicks: Did you live in a neighborhood mostly with person from your old country? 
Mah: Yes. 
Hicks: What other groups were present? 
Mah: Filipinos. They were down in the south part at that time. Japanese. Not that many Mexicans, not 
that many Blacks. So mainly it was Filipinos and Japanese. 
Hicks: Were there more Japanese or more Filipino? 
Mah: I think more Filipino. 
Hicks: Were the Filipinos here long before the Chinese or were the Chinese [ ] 
Mah: Well, you know that they called Stockton The Little Manilla or something like that because 
Stockton has a high concentration of Filipinos. Lots of Filipinos settled in this town here. 
Hicks: What did they do when they came here? 
Mah: Mainly farm workers and mostly single Filipino men because hey couldn’t bring their wives over, 
but now it has changed a little bit, but at that time really you see on South El Dorado a whole 
street of Filipino men just standing around right out in the street. 
Hicks: Did your family encounter any problems when you got here? 
Mah: Problems? Gee, I really don’t know. They didn’t talk that much about it. They probably just did 
their own business and nobody… 
Hicks: How about language? Did they? 
Mah: Well, they don’t need a fluent language to operate a laundry as long as they can say, “shirt, dress.” 
So there wasn’t that much of a language problem. 
Hicks: Could they turn to other people for help? 
Mah: I don’t think there was any organization to help the Chinese that much then, but since now we 
have more clubs and organizations, like associations to take care of our Chinese group, more 
now, but it’s family associations and then we have the Chinese Association of Chung Wah so 
they kind of oversee the Chinese and any problems. 
Hicks: What languages were spoken at home? Mandarin or Cantonese? 
Mah: Cantonese. 
Hicks: Did English ever become the main language at home? 
Mah: No. 
Hicks: What languages were spoken in your neighborhood? 
Mah: Gee, we didn’t associate with our neighbors that much. Well, of course when you meet other 
people you have to use English, but when you see Chinese, we speak Chinese. 
Hicks: Who lived in the household during your growing years? 
Mah: Just my parents and I. 
Hicks: No grandparents or uncles? 
Mah: No. 
Hicks: So just the two of you. Did you ever live in the home of relatives or board with another family? 
Mah: No. 
Hicks: How did your parents feel about other family members living in your home? 
Mah: We don’t have any other family. 
Hicks: Did the children have regular chores? Did you have any? 
Mah: Yes, I helped clean the house. That’s about it. 
Hicks: Can you tell me what was expected of you? 
Mah: Not that much. They were always busy. Practically they spend all the time when they were 
operating the laundry, they spent the whole day there. They would come home to sleep and the 
next morning they would go back to the laundry. And I had my school work, so after school they 
let me go back home and do my homework so I really didn’t have to do much. 
Hicks: Who cooked? 
Mah: My mother. 
Hicks: Did they have to go somewhere else for their business or was the business in the same building? 
Mah: It was in the same building. The kitchen was right there behind the laundry so she cooked the food 
there. 
Hicks: And then you had a bedroom? 
Mah: Right. 
Hicks: Did you ever work in a job outside the home when you were growing up? 
Mah: Before I got married. Yes, I did. I worked one summer in the cannery. I found it very interesting 
and really pretty good wages compared to other kinds of work that was offered to the Chinese. 
Then I worked as an office clerk or bookkeeper in Centro-Mart, an old, old Centro-Mart. They 
used to call it the Daylight Meat Market, right on Center Street. Now the whole area is torn 
down. There were lots of teenagers working there, all Chinese practically, so we had fun. We 
didn’t get very good pay, but that was a school job and everybody was happy. 
Hicks: You say you worked in the cannery. Doing what? 
Mah: Well, that was during the summer and that was when the peaches were in season. 
Hicks: You did peaches. I did peaches too. So I know what you mean. Did you work for person from the 
your own country. 
Mah: No. 
Hicks: What was it like to be supervised by an adult? 
Mah: I don’t mind. I guess the way we were brought up in China we really learned to obey or to take 
orders from any authority without really any question or resentment, so I accepted my 
supervisor well. 
Hicks: Did you ever have to do anything you didn’t like? 
Mah: No, not really. 
Hicks: What kind of home did you live in when you arrived in the United States? 
Mah: We lived in a rented flat, second story. Then later on after a couple of years my parents bought a 
house down south Stockton. 
Hicks: The flat consisted of how many rooms. 
Mah: Two bedrooms, living room, a dining room, kitchen and one bath. It was a pretty nice little flat. 
Hicks: That was above you work? 
Mah: No. The laundry itself is a shop by itself in a different location and we rented a flat, but the 
laundry, like I said, probably you misunderstood me when I mentioned about a kitchen. In front 
we have the office for the laundry and then behind on the back of the shop is a little cooking 
area. 
Hicks: So, you went there after school. 
Mah: Right, just to eat and then… 
Hicks: And then you went home afterwards? 
Mah: Yeah. 
Hicks: And you said you moved one other time? 
Mah: Uh huh. 
Hicks: How many bedrooms? 
Mah: Two bedrooms also. 
Hicks: Could you tell me about your new home? 
Mah: It was just like any typical old house with two bedrooms, one kitchen, one service porch, living 
room and also there was a little dining room. There was also a little place where we can climb 
the stairs up in the attic. People can live in there too. There’s not much space, but it was nice 
and cozy, upstairs right under the roof. 
Hicks: Did you say you bought that or you rented it? 
Mah: We bought it. 
Hicks: Who made most of the family decisions? 
Mah: I think both of my parents. 
Hicks: What influence did your mother have on deciding things about the family. 
Mah: I think she had lots of influence. Like my parents when they were married, they weren’t like the 
ones that married in the old country, that were matched by matchmakers. They were 
schoolmates so they chose their own mate so that was pretty modern for then and so they 
respect one another. 
Hicks: Did their parents want them to be match mated? 
Mah: The grandparents on mother’s side they were pretty modernized too and my grandfather was 
pretty well educated and well respected in his own village, so they didn’t have any objections. 
Hicks: I just wondered if they had planned for them to be… 
Mah: They knew that they were in love and they wanted to get married so there weren’t any 
interferences. 
Hicks: Did your parents ever disagree on things? 
Mah: Oh yes. I believe so, like every married couple. 
Hicks: How were these disagreements handled? 
Mah: Oh, I think they talked it over and sometimes they may argue and sometimes they yelled at one 
another. 
Hicks: Did you ever disagree with your parents about things? 
Mah: Oh yes, sure. 
Hicks: Can you tell me about some of these disagreements? 
Mah: Mainly on my friends I think. Sometimes they didn’t want me to associate with certain people and 
I didn’t agree with them. 
Hicks: What group of people? 
Mah: Filipinos. 
Hicks: Oh, I thought maybe Mexicans or something like that you were going to say. What was it they 
disagreed about? 
Mah: Well, you know, most Chinese parents they really hope and wish that their children will marry 
another Chinese. 
Hicks: Why is that? I guess every culture has that. 
Mah: Yeah, even now I have children of my own and they are the age where we keep pounding into 
them everyday, “Try to meet some nice Chinese young man.” 
Hicks: But if they did find someone that is an outsider… 
Mah: I guess we would just have to learn to accept it. It’s their marriage. It’s their husband or wife so as 
long as they are happy I guess it really doesn’t matter. 
Hicks: Well, traditionally, does that interfere like culturally? Like supposedly that is the way it is and 
obviously it’s not being forced, but it that way or else it would [ ] more. 
Mah: Right. 
Hicks: Well then what is it? It’s just that they decide not to reinforce [ ] being strict on them or what? 
Mah: Well, I guess for one thing the young people have more freedom now and even if you insist, what 
can you do? You can’t shut them at home. You can’t force them to do anything that they don’t 
want to do, especially teenagers. The thing that you tell them not to do they will do it the 
opposite way anyway. So parents have to kind of learn to adjust rather than hope to change 
their children. 
Hicks: Do you think it was hard because you were considered like the first generation to follow what 
your parents wanted, you know, to meet another Chinese person and not associate with 
outsiders? 
Mah: For myself? Well, it’s really more comfortable for me to associate with Chinese, myself. Like then it 
was just friends. I didn’t have any serious intentions. I didn’t really plan to marry anybody 
outside my race. I know I wouldn’t be interested in anyone else. Like I say, I am really more 
comfortable being with Chinese. 
Hicks: How were your disagreements handled with your parents? 
Mah: Oh, it was one-sided really. They ordered me what to do and I didn’t have much choice and there 
wasn’t much voice in the family for children. 
Hicks: Was it usually your mom or your father? 
Mah: My fathers. He’s a pretty dominating person. 
Hicks: Were you closer to your mother? 
Mah: Yes, because my father was away most of the time. He was in the United States and I was really 
brought up by my mother. 
Hicks: What if any customs or practices from the old country did you observe at home? 
Mah: Oh, a lot. Everything practically. 
Hicks: Religious rituals? 
Mah: Well, there wasn’t that much religion in China. You know that the Chinese mainly were ancestor 
worshipping. That’s the main thing. You know how inside each house they set up a shrine to 
worship ancestors? They just believe a sky god and a kitchen god and all those little things. 
Hicks: They don’t go to temples? 
Mah: Not exactly. Not exactly Buddhist or… 
Hicks: Zen? 
Mah: Uh huh. No. But the southern part of China I came from now. I don’t know about the northern part 
that much. So mainly like around our area all the people I knew were mainly just worshipping 
their ancestors. That’s about it. If they were afraid or if they revere certain gods, it would be just 
the sky god. They would go out with a chicken and some meat you know to worship. 
Hicks: A sacrifice. 
Mah: Sacrifice, yeah. 
Hicks: Did they have temples? 
Mah: Yes, they had temples, but they just set up a stone there that resembles a figure or a person, so 
that’s the kind of a thing that we… 
Hicks: Did you do that in your home? 
Mah: No, we didn’t do that much. Like I said before, my mother was supposed to be a baptized Christian 
and she was kind of half and half. She kind of went along with my grandmother’s ancestor 
worship, but she goes to a Christian church herself, so she’s not firmly committed to one certain 
religion. 
Hicks: How about recipes and foods? 
Mah: Of where? 
Hicks: As to customs you practice from the old country. 
Mah: Okay. Like before I got married, we eat practically all Chinese food at home. 
Hicks: Did you observe that here? 
Mah: Yes, all Chinese food. 
Hicks: When did that change? 
Mah: After we got married and after we had children and… 
Hicks: They said, “I want McDonald’s.” 
Mah: Right! Hot dogs and hamburgers and steaks. 
Hicks: How about holidays? 
Mah: We still observe a few Chinese holidays, mainly the Chinese New Year and the Moon Festival of 
August 15 on the Chinese calendar when the moon is fullest at night time. 
Hicks: I tried one of those. Those are good. Expensive, but… 
Mah: Yes, those mooncakes. 
Hicks: Ceremonies, are there any that you observe? 
Mah: No, we don’t observe any ceremonies. We mainly observe those holidays with the food. That’s all. 
Hicks: Children’s games? Are there any special ones? 
Mah: We still keep with the Chinese chess game at home. 
Hicks: What is that? 
Mah: A Chinese chess. It’s a chess game and in fact, we brought back a set from China for our son and 
we tried to teach him how to play it. 
Hicks: What is that? Does it have like a chess game, like men? 
Mah: Yes. You can move, make a move and you certain ways to make a move. Do you know any Chinese 
characters? 
Hicks: No. Folklore. Let’s go to the next question. Is there any folklore or superstitions? 
Mah: Oh yeah, there are superstitions. Especially, Chinese you know hate to mention the word death. 
Just like my mother-in-law when she tried to tell us that so and so died she wouldn’t even say 
the word death. She would just say, “She’s not there. She’s not there anymore.” 
Hicks: Did your mother or your grandmother ever tell you any superstitions? 
Mah: I mainly read my own things and learned all those old little tings from books. 
Hicks: Was there anything else I didn’t mention would you say? 
Mah: Oh, o I don’t think so. 
Hicks: What groups did you belong to while growing up? This is here in the U.S. 
Mah: Long time ago the Chinese in this city, they formed some kinds of groups for the youth. They had 
boys groups and girls groups according to age so when I came I joined a group called the 
Dragonettes. 
Hicks: This was in school? 
Mah: Not in school. It was kind of a church related activity. 
Hicks: Were your friends mostly of the same religious and ethnic background? 
Mah: Yes, all of them were Chinese. 
Hicks: Did you and your friends often relate to or play with children of other backgrounds? 
Mah: Not very much. We had our own meeting and our own activities. We were really very Chinese 
oriented. 
Hicks: Where did you meet? 
Mah: Oh, sometimes we would meet in a house, in each person’s house or sometimes we would go to 
the church. The church used To be… I don’t know whether… You’re not a Stocktonian? 
Hicks: No, but I’ve been downtown. 
Mah: Okay, you know where the Confucius Hall is? 
Hicks: Yes. 
Mah: Okay, right next to it, there’s a little building, St. Mark’s Church and it used to be right there, so we 
used the church hall. Like the little social hall to hold our meetings and I remember there was a 
basement under somewhere in that building and we had our meetings there too. 
Hicks: Did you ever bring your friends into your home as visitors? 
Mah: Not very often. 
Hicks: How did your parents feel about visitors or friends from other cultures? 
Mah: I never brought anybody from outside the culture home at all. Never. 
Hicks: Did your parents set any rules about dating? 
Mah: Yes, Chinese. Not very strict rules though besides having a Chinese because… 
Hicks: You were allowed to date, but with Chinese you were saying? Did you have any customs where 
your parents had to meet him first? 
Mah: Oh yes. If I go I had to… Not that I have to do it, but I just felt that I should you know, bring the 
person home to meet my parents first before I go out. 
Hicks: Did your parents have anything to do with who you married? 
Mah: The person I married now? No, not much. 
Hicks: Was it ever difficult for kids from your country to grow up in Stockton? 
Mah: Not that I’ve heard of. No. 
Hicks: Were there especially good things about growing up in Stockton? 
Mah: It was just an average little town, nothing special. 
Hicks: Did you ever go like to San Francisco? 
Mah: Not as a group. We would just go on our own. 
Hicks: What did you do in Stockton? 
Mah: Not really that much at all. For one thing, when I was young I didn’t have much money to do much 
at all and whenever we went out to San Francisco I just went with my parents to visit friends and 
went for tea, you know at the teahouse. That’s one of my favorite things I wanted to do when 
we go out to San Francisco. 
Hicks: What about your friends? That group of people. 
Mah: No. At that time, the young people didn’t have cars like the young people now. The young people 
of sixteen and seventeen can have a car to drive by themselves now, but not then. Like when I 
was going to school, to Stockton College even, junior college students they mostly relied on 
buses. We really rode on the buses. 
Hicks: They had a pretty good bus system then? 
Mah: Yes. Uh huh. Yes, there were busloads and busloads of students coming to school. We didn’t have 
that many cars, so if you don’t have a car, you don’t go out of town that much at all. 
Hicks: Would you have liked to have a brother or sister when you were growing up? 
Mah: When I was little I wished I had, so there was someone to play with, but after I was growing up I 
didn’t care one way or another. 
Hicks: Did you and your classmates have the same ethnic backgrounds? 
Mah: Not all the classmates. When I came, like I said, I went to Stockton College and I got into the 
eleventh grade, there were only about two other Chinese in the whole class. 
Hicks: Did most of your classmates speak English? 
Mah: All of them. 
Hicks: Did you? 
Mah: No. 
Hicks: How about other children from your country? 
Mah: The ones in my class, yes. So I was the only one that couldn’t speak. 
Hicks: Did they help you? The ones that… 
Mah: Yes, some were pretty helpful. 
Hicks: Did the teacher appear to come from a different background than yours? 
Mah: They were all white. 
Hicks: How did you learn to speak English and when? 
Mah: Gradually, very gradually. 
Hicks: What was the biggest help would you say? 
Mah: Oral language. After we moved away from Stockton for a few years and in the process of raising 
my own children and then I gradually met more people and when the children came home from 
school, they speak English. So I had to kind of speak with them, so that is how my oral language 
became more fluent, but for writing, like I said, we started learning English in the second grade 
in Hong Kong all through high school so I had some background in reading and writing, but I was 
just afraid to speak it, that’s all. 
Hicks: Why didn’t you keep the old language in your household? 
Mah: We did, we did. We tried to. 
Hicks: With your children? 
Mah: Yes. My oldest daughter even when she went to kindergarten, she didn’t know one word of 
English. She didn’t know it. But after she went to… You know children pick up the second 
language very fast so it didn’t take her long to learn English. Once she learned it, then she came 
home and just for convenience, so we didn’t insist that she speak Chinese to us. We just did 
whatever was convenient at home. Now all my three children they don’t speak any Chinese at 
all anymore. They understand it. 
Hicks: You felt it was somewhat more convenient for them? 
Mah: The convenience. Right. 
Hicks: I know. I came when I was five and I don’t remember when I learned English. I don’t… 
Hicks: As you recall now, did the teachers seem to be able to handle language differences among the 
children? 
Mah: The school I went to? No, not really. I don’t think they were prepared to handle any foreign born 
that much, as we do now. Like right now the school system started hiring bilingual teachers to 
help the children that have languages other than English, but then no. 
Hicks: What did you depend on? 
Mah: Gee, practically it’s just die or survive. Really there wasn’t anyone to help us at all. No. They set up 
one English class, English as a second language and they put all the different nationalities in that 
one class so whatever problem we had just got together. The few foreign-born students got 
together and all about the same. There wasn’t any special teacher to help at all. 
Hicks: Did that help? 
Mah: Oh yes, to vent some frustrations. 
Hicks: Was the teacher able to handle any differences in background? 
Mah: Well, we didn’t create any problems so I guess there wasn’t that much for them to do. 
Hicks: Do you recall any funny incidents while in school? 
Mah: No, not really. I wasn’t very happy, so I don’t think there was anything funny. Okay, all right. There 
was something you may consider funny. When we first came… Of course we didn’t get used to 
food. I still don’t like sandwiches, so when we go to school, we pack our own lunch and when we 
try to get into the cafeteria, especially during winter when we would go in and get a bowl of 
soup to go with whatever lunch we brought from home so everyday we just go in there and get 
a bowl of soup. So after the cook got so used to seeing us getting soup so before we even walk 
in the cafeteria he saw the three girls from Hong Kong coming and he would already have the 
three bowls of soup getting ready for us there so everyday it just automatic, just soup, soup, 
sou. 
Hicks: They had a cafeteria? 
Mah: Yes, a very small cafeteria and you walked through a line and just picked up whatever you wanted. 
Hicks: But mainly hung around with the other Chinese? 
Mah: Uh huh. We ate lunch together and did everything practically together. 
Hicks: Did these people come here about the same time you did? 
Mah: Yes, about the same time, 1947 to 1949. 
Hicks: Was there anything that bothered you about going to school in the United States? 
Mah: No, I thought it was necessary and I just accepted that. It didn’t bother me. 
Hicks: Did your parents have anything to do with that? 
Mah: Well, yes. Of course, they wanted me to go to school and they know how important an education 
is. They didn’t want me to follow their same steps, to open a laundry or do some manual work 
so they wanted me to go to school and I went and there was no problem there. 
Hicks: What was your family’s attitude towards school? 
Mah: They had good feelings about school. They thought everyone should have a good education 
regardless whether you become a scholar or not. Everybody should have some basic education. 
Hicks: When you think now how a lot of the parents go back to school, do you think your mom would 
have liked school? 
Mah: No. I don’t think so. The language is just too great, especially when they think of their age and it’s 
hard to learn. The older you get, the harder it is to learn and to remember things. 
Hicks: What was your own attitude towards school? 
Mah: Well, I liked my school all the time. I liked school. 
Hicks: Did your parents help you with problems at school? 
Mah: No, they didn’t really know much about the school and they really couldn’t help me with anything 
at all. 
Hicks: Could you rely on anyone else to help you?  
Mah: Yes, I had a friend who was very nice. She was native born here and she had a very good 
understanding about foreign born students. She also took great interest in the people coming 
from China. She was about my age at that time, too. She was a great help. Just that one friend. 
Hicks: Helping you with… 
Mah: With my homework. With my schoolwork. 
Hicks: What was the hardest would you say? 
Mah: Oh, to write compositions and to make oral reports in front of the class. 
Hicks: So mainly with English. What did your parents expect you to learn in school? 
Mah: To learn a career. To be able to get a nice job at that time as opposed… 
Hicks: They didn’t steer you in any direction, did they? 
Mah: No, I don’t think they were able to understand how the school system operated or know what was 
being offered in school and how to go about it. 
Hicks: Did you participate in any school activities? 
Mah: No. 
Hicks: Did you ever take classes at the YMCA or any? 
Mah: No. 
Hicks: Did you tend to participate in neighborhood or church activities? 
Mah: Yes. At that time we were living close to the Confucius Hall and that St. Mark’s Church. I don’t 
think it was really called St. Mark’s Church at that time, but I don’t know what it was called. It 
was pretty close, just two or three blocks from our house, so yes, I participated in the activities. 
For one thing, they sponsored those youth groups. The boys groups and the girls groups. 
Hicks: So there were special activities for your age group? 
Mah: Right. 
Hicks: Were these activities helpful to you? 
Mah: Yes, I think so. I met people and I got a chance to practice my English because even though they 
were all Chinese, they didn’t speak any Chinese at all when they got together because all of 
them were American born, so it gave me a chance to practice my English. 
Hicks: Was that once a week? 
Mah: Yeah, something like that. 
Hicks: How far did you go in school? 
Mah: Well, I graduate from Stockton College before I got married. It was a two-year college and I got my 
degree later after I raised my family, and then went to U.O.P. and got my teaching credential 
and B.S. and M.A. degrees. 
Hicks: Is this the amount of education you hoped you would have? 
Mah: Yes, basically, I really wanted to have at least a college degree when I was back in China. 
Hicks: During your years in high school, did your family give you some independence in certain ways? 
Mah: Yeah, I think so. They didn’t really help me that much at all. 
Hicks: How did you feel about your family in those years? 
Mah: Not very good because for one thing, they didn’t fully support my education. They never offered to 
support me through college to get my degree because the junior college was free. There was no 
financial burden to them at all, and they didn’t support me. They didn’t even offer to send me to 
finish my college education. 
Hicks: Do you know what the reason was for that? 
Mah: Well, I guess they couldn’t really afford to because if you go to finish college here at that time and 
still now, U.O.P. is the only college right here in town. It’s a private school and it’s pretty 
expensive and if you want to get a degree you really have to go out of town and that is an 
expense also. You have to live away from home so it was just out of the question then. They 
never really bothered to plan on it or do anything about. 
Hicks: That is really bad. 
Mah: Uh huh. We really wish that we had a four-year college right here in town. 
Hicks: Did your parents speak English? 
Mah: No, only a very little. 
Hicks: Was it ever difficult for you when your friends were present in your home? 
Mah: Like I said, I have never brought anyone besides Chinese to our home, so there was no problem. 
Hicks: Did you have any special hopes or ambitions while you were in school? 
Mah: Not really. Because I knew I wasn’t going to be able to go through college. 
Hicks: So you were counting on getting a job? 
Mah: Just an office job. Clerical type of work would been alright at that time. 
Hicks: Did the school help you achieve them? 
Mah: Uh huh. I did hold some kind of clerical job even after I got married for a couple of years. Of course 
I took typing, bookkeeping, accounting and all those courses., business machines, while I was in 
Stockton College so that helped me prepare for the job. 
Hicks: What was the job? 
Mah: Oh, I worked in a school and then I worked for an insurance company. That was a long time ago. 
Hicks: Doing what? 
Mah: Taking care of insurance policies. 
Hicks: Did school help you understand life in the United States? 
Mah: Not that much. Not from school. It was just I think the daily contact with people and observations 
of how other people live. 
Hicks: Was there ever anything you felt was confusing about what you learned or what you heard about 
the United States in school? 
Mah: No. 
Hicks: These next questions are about the differences between your life when you came to the U.S. and 
that of your grown children. 
Mah: I don’t understand that question. What does that mean? 
Hicks: Okay, the difference between your life when you came to the United States and that of your 
grown children. 
Mah: Oh yes, of course there’s a big difference. 
Hicks: Okay. Are the customs celebrated at your home when you were a child celebrated in your 
children’s home? 
Mah: My children’s home? 
Hicks: Uh huh. What are the ages of your children? 
Mah: My oldest one is twenty-three and she has just graduate from UCLA last summer. She’s not 
married. She’s working in Los Angeles so she doesn’t exactly have a home of her own yet. And I 
still have two that are going to school. 
Hicks: Okay. I’ll just ask about you and your family. Are they celebrated in your family? 
Mah: What? 
Hicks: Are the customs celebrated? 
Mah: They just go along with whatever we do. 
Hicks: What did you keep in your home? 
Mah: Not much really. Like for the Chinese New Years we go to my parent’s house for the celebration. 
Like on any Chinese holiday we go to their house for celebrations. We observe Christmas, 
Thanksgiving, really the American holidays in our own home. 
Hicks: Are the foods the same? 
Mah: Yes. 
Hicks: You have American and Chinese foods. You still cook Chinese food? 
Mah: Right. 
Hicks: Are the same holidays celebrated? I’m talking about your children and you. 
Mah: Just our own family, away from the family I grew up in? 
Hicks: Right. 
Mah: Yes, but just a little bit more Americanized. 
Hicks: That’s partly due to what? 
Mah: For convenience sake, I think. Well who remembers what Chinese holiday comes up. I mean you 
really have to check into the calendar. Like Thanksgiving and Christmas, these just become so 
automatic. You just do it without even really planning on it or thinking about it. 
Hicks: Chinese ones you have to look up. Each year they’re different. 
Mah: And people ask me a couple of times, “When is the Chinese New Year? When is it?” I say, “Really, I 
don’t know.” I don’t know until the new calendar comes out. Then I look and “Okay, oh yeah, 
February 5.” 
Hicks: Do your children help each other with responsibilities, sharing babysitting and shopping? 
Mah: Oh yes, they do. 
Hicks: And does this resemble your mother and your aunts sharing their responsibilities? 
Mah: It’s not as structured when I was a child. Like right now my kids have their own responsibilities. 
When they were little they emptied the wastebaskets and when they are older they do the 
dishes and do part of the housecleaning. We increase their chores gradually as they grow older, 
so there is more structure in the way I bring up my children now. 
Hicks: How do the younger people born in the Untied States of your ethnic nationality background 
generally feel about their parents or family members living in their home? 
Mah: I don’t think they mind that much, but not that many are really having their own parents live with 
them now, even the people from China, they all live kinda of separately from the in-laws and old 
parents now. 
Hicks: Why is that? 
Mah: Well, it’s really kind of hard to get along. For instance, my parents they have their own home, just 
one big home with three bedrooms. Really it can accommodate our family because there are 
three bedrooms there, but we never really thought of that. Everybody wants to be more 
independent. My mother-in-law she lives with another older lady to keep one another company. 
They rented a flat to live by themselves. Well, if you have to, you just have to, but when you 
don’t have to, you don’t want to live together one generation with another. No, we don’t do 
that. 
Hicks: In the old country do they do that? 
Mah: Oh Yes. They have no choice. In the old country, they just have no choice. Right now, we have a 
choice. We can afford to also to do that, but in the old country, no. Like the people around us, 
they all just depend on the younger people to support the older people, but right here, they 
have their own retirement and their own income so why should they bother to live under the 
same roof and suffer whatever? 
Hicks: How do you feel about this? 
Mah: Oh, I like the way it is. I don’t think the two generations should really live together because there is 
too much of a gap between one another. 
Hicks: You don’t think it would be helpful for your children to have their grandparents to live… 
Mah: I don’t think so. 
Hicks: Would you prefer to live with your children if you could? 
Mah: I wouldn’t. No. 
Hicks: Think of the kind of life your children live now. What are some of the best things about their lives 
now? 
Mah: Well the way we sent them to college. We were glad to send everyone to at least go through 
college, to get a college degree. That is really one thing that I think is the best part of their lives 
to have parents that are willing to support them and send them through to get all the education 
they need. 
Hicks: What are some of the less desirable things about your children’s lives? 
Mah: I don’t think there is really anything bad about their lives at all. I don’t think so. Gee, the day they 
turn sixteen they got their driver’s license and they can drive the family car and when they go 
away to college and have their own car, so gee what could they have? 
Hicks: If you could do something to help them, what would it be? 
Mah: I think we are really doing everything possible to help already. I don’t think there are any more 
things that we could do. 
Hicks: How do you feel about your children having friends not of your own nationality? 
Mah: Okay. Well, just for friends we don’t mind, like my children they bring home all kinds of friends. 
We don’t mind at all. But as a close friend for dating we kind of encourage them to meet people 
of our own ethnic background, but we’re not very successful. My daughters are dating 
Caucasians. 
Hicks: Do they bring them around too? 
Mah: Oh yes. Oh well, we just act gracefully and invite them for dinner and do things together. What 
you wish and reality are not always… 
Hicks: How do they feel about this? 
Mah: Well, they insist that it doesn’t make any difference. They say that it’s my life and my marriage so. 
Hicks: Have you felt close to the old country? 
Mah: Oh course I should because I lived sixteen years there, and I don’t even mind going back. 
Hicks: You say you did go back? 
Mah: We did. We did go back for a month to tour the country from south to north and to visit other 
cities. 
Hicks: Did you see any relatives?  
Mah: Yes. 
Hicks: Are you inContact with relatives or friends back there? 
Mah: Yes. Not very regularly, but we do hear from them once in a while and life for special occasions, we 
send money back like on Chinese New Years so they will have some money for to buy something 
nice for the new year. 
Hicks: Do you feel you are affected by what happens there? 
Mah: I just kind of feel a little guilty about the life we have here and yet so many that we know close to 
us have to live the kind of hardships back in China. 
Hicks: When you were over there, did you talk about life here? 
Mah: Oh yes. Of course everybody wants to come to America, but that is impossible. So they just accept 
the way it is back there. 
Hicks: When you first got the United States, did you think of yourself still as Chinese? 
Mah: Oh certainly. Certainly. 
Hicks: Do you think of yourself now as a Chinese American? 
Mah: Yes, I would say so. Yes. 
Hicks: How about your children? 
Mah: American Chinese. 
Hicks: Why do you think when you first came to the United States did you consider yourself Chinese? 
Mah: Well, gee everything. All the Chinese ways that we keep up at home. I don’t know. It is just a 
feeling. You can’t describe why you feel that way. I was just one hundred percent Chinese. I was 
not like any one of the others. 
Hicks: Now that you feel like Chinese American? 
Mah: Well, I guess it’s just a process of assimilation and you do more things the American way and you 
even speak the language a little more and you practice all the American customs and you just do 
it. You are part of the culture now. 
Hicks: You know, when you first said that you felt Chinese, yet if you know if you felt so strongly, you 
would keep the customs right? 
Mah: Uh huh. 
Hicks: But did you do that as much when you had your children? You said that… 
Mah: This is a very gradual process to change one person. Like being one hundred percent Chinese had 
nothing to do with the American culture. Gradually. Like here, I’ve been in this country for 
thirty-one years already, so it is really a very slow process. When you change your feelings so 
slowly you can’t really think back what, when and how the changes were made or how we 
became this way. I don’t think I can really think back on when I changed to feel like this or what 
made me change to be like this at all. 
Hicks: Now, about your children, American Chinese. Why is it you feel this way? 
Mah: Oh my. They were born in this country and they attended school all through their school years 
here. The first ten years at least was before this busing and their classroom is really… The 
majority were white. Only after the busing then they mix in with more nationalities. Then they 
became a little more aware of ethnic difference, but before I think they really thought they were 
part of the American people. I don’t think somehow when they are playing outside, I don’t think 
they have in their mind that they’re Chinese. I don’t think they have that thought at all. 
Hicks: Yeah, I think I know what you’re talking about because that’s the way I was being raised in an 
American… 
Mah: You probably have to really look into the mirror before you see the image, before you see that 
“I’m Chinese. I’m kind of dark skinned with black hair.” When you are mixed with a  group of 
white and you went to school all these years with the people, then you are part of them and you 
never stop a moment to think that I’m different. 
Hicks: Do they ever want to know about the Chinse customs? 
Mah: Not really, for some reason. Not that much. I tried to teach them Chinese, even how to read and 
write. I bought books. I bought brushes and things and tried to teach them, but at least all of 
them know how to write their name in Chinese, their Chinese name. They kept it up till they 
learned how to write it. 
Hicks: Have your attitudes towards the old country changed over time? 
Mah: Well, of course the China that I grew up in is different to the China now, so I have kind of a little 
different feeling about the two Chinas. When I was growing up, we were under another regime., 
The Nationalist, and now it is Communist, so it is really a different country, a different 
government. Of course my attitudes have changed and I didn’t have very good feelings about 
the Nationalist because what I saw was corruption, people hungry and beggars all over the 
streets, but I know Communism is not great either, but at least it wiped out all the poverty in 
China. No now hungers anymore and they are not living in luxury. They are not eating gourmet 
food, but at least none of them I see that they are starving, so that is really one thing good. They 
are more equal now than before under then Nationalist government. When you’re high officials, 
oh my they live like kings and the poor people just, oh gee, they live very low. 
Hicks: Yeah, there’s good and bad to it. When did this change? 
Mah: Oh, I guess the things we heard about and read about in newspapers and from relatives. You now 
when I mentioned about the Communists making the country a little more equal, I don’t really 
exactly have very good feelings about them either because when the first changeover, my 
relatives really suffered because they tortured some of the people, the landowners and 
whoever had some means of getting money from the relatives from this country here. They 
really squeezed and blackmailed those people so some of my relatives really have suffered. 
Hicks: You found this out through your parents? 
Mah: No, from letters from our… 
Hicks: Oh, now? 
Mah: No, not anymore. That was a long time ago when the first changeover occurred. 
Hicks: Did you ever return to the old country for a visit? 
Mah: I just told you I did. 
Hicks: What was it like? 
Mah: Oh we had a pretty pleasant trip. The only thing that I complained about was that we went at the 
wrong time of the year. In July it was very hot and we weren’t used to the climate. 
Hicks: Humid? 
Mah: Very humid and oh my I was drenched with perspiration all day long. 
Hicks: I had that happen when I went to Texas. For two weeks I was just drained all the time. Did that 
last very long, the hot spell? 
Mah: Oh yes. Yeah. 
Hicks: It lasts like three months? 
Mah: Oh yes. I was there only about a month, but that was long enough. 
Hicks: Did the people from your country tend to live in the same neighborhood? 
Mah: I think so. There’s very little mobility in.. 
Hicks: This is neighborhoods where all or most of the people came from your country? 
Mah: Uh huh. 
Hicks: What was life in these neighborhoods like? 
Mah: In China? 
Hicks: Uh huh. 
Mah: For one thing, the area I came from and I think the other part of China too, people having the 
same last names kind of group together. It’s a clan-like grouping. It’s just how they started 
maybe hundreds or thousands of years ago. We having the same family name would kind of 
move together into several villages and all the houses are identical and everybody sharing the 
same well to get water, sharing the same pond to get the fish from. It’s just a very primitive way 
of life. They are still doing the same thing now. There’s not much traveling at all. 
Hicks: They’re pretty stable. 
Mah: Right. 
Hicks: What did you like best about these neighborhoods? 
Mah: Well, since people are so stable, you get to know everybody practically. You know everyone quite 
well. That’s the only good thing about it. 
Hicks: Did you like that? 
Mah: I guess so. I don’t feel too bad about it, so I guess I must have. I never thought about whether I 
liked it or not. It was just the situation that you are born into and you never thought of any 
other way, or any other possible way that you could live. Houses were handed down from one 
generation to another and you just don’t think that you can live anyway else, except like when 
my father came back form the United States and he took us out to Hong Kong and I went to 
school there. That’s the only chance that a person can get to go somewhere. Otherwise you 
would just stay in that same family house for years without really… 
Hicks: That must have been a great change for you like when you went to school. 
Mah: Well I started traveling when I was about six or seven, so it didn’t bother me that much. It wasn’t 
like oh gee after you are in your twenties or thirties and you are all so set in your own way of life 
already and then that makes it harder to adjust to a change. I was glad to go around and go 
about to different places. 
Hicks: What kinds of things did the parents of your neighborhood friends do for a living? 
Mah: Mainly just small farmers. 
Hicks: Were there ever things about these neighborhoods that were not too good for the people living 
there? 
Mah: I don’t think so. 
Hicks: What aspects of the old country and its culture do your children retain? 
Mah: Hardly any really. They have never seen the kind of life we have back there, and we talk about it, 
but I don’t think it has any impact on them at all. They live a very typical American life. 
Hicks: Is there any one thing that you emphasize that hasn’t disappeared? 
Mah: We try to teach them or at least that they retain some of the mannerism and cultural heritage that 
the Chinese people have. 
Hicks: Respect? 
Mah: Respect, uh huh. That’s the main thing I think, respect and … 
Hicks: Your parents taught you? You grew up that way? 
Mah: Right. It’s kind of unspoken and you try to teach them with your own actions and let them observe 
your behavior and see how you treat others. Well of course sometimes we try to tell them that 
we do things this way and… 
Hicks: Have you often as an adult related to neighbors or others of different backgrounds? 
Mah: I didn’t quite hear the question. 
Hicks: Have you often as an adult relate to neighbors or others whose background is different? 
Mah: Oh yes. Around our neighborhood, but our street is really gradually moving more and more 
oriental now. When we were first here there were only a couple of families of Chinese, so our 
neighbors are really Caucasians, mostly Caucasians. Yeah, we have very good relationships. 
Hicks: Have you ever felt discriminated against on account of your background? 
Mah: Not around our neighborhood. 
Hicks: Or anything else? 
Mah: Yes. Okay, we moved away from Stockton for a few years and we came back and we tried to buy a 
house and course when we walked into the real estate office and certain areas where we 
wanted to buy a house they wouldn’t even talk to us about it and they tried to show us another 
place. They told us, “Oh, here’s another area that is available. Would you like to look over 
here?” We felt that this was kind of a discrimination. 
Hicks: You didn’t ask the reasons? 
Mah: No. It was implied. We sensed it. 
Hicks: Well did you look at the house before you? You say you chose an area. 
Mah: Uh huh. We built our house. I guess the area that we looked at and we wanted was a school 
essentially for whites. 
Hicks: In your own opinion, why did this happen? 
Mah: That was about twenty years ago and I guess people were not that accepting of other ethnic 
groups at that time. 
Hicks: Have you participated in any organizations or groups? 
Mah: Now? 
Hicks: Now or then. 
Mah: Not that much. Not that much. 
Hicks: What kind of recreation activities do you enjoy? 
Mah: Oh, I don’t do much at all. My work really takes lots of time. My whole life is just really school. 
Hicks: When did you start? When your children were in… 
Mah: Okay. I went back to school when my youngest one was in first grade. This is my eight year 
teaching. 
Hicks: You got a job after you… 
Mah: Yes, with the Stockton Unified School district. So ever since I’ve been working and really, school is 
my whole life. I don’t do much at all. 
Hicks: I know what you mean. 
Mah: Uh huh. It’s a really involving job. 
Hicks: My mom is a schoolteacher and she teaches a second and third combination. She’s very involved 
with church so I don’t know how she manages to do both though. She always has like a stack of 
work to bring home everyday. 
Mah: Your mother was? 
Hicks: She still is. She’s been a schoolteacher, well she started like when my older sister was in second 
grade. 
Mah: Uh huh. Yeah, when I get home I still work a couple of hours and then gee after I sit down and I 
read my lesson for the next day, help to present the reading lesson, so it’s really… 
Hicks: You need that summer break. 
Mah: Right, so summer is the only time that I can think for myself and do things for myself and for my 
family. 
Hicks: Have you been active in your church? 
Mah: No. 
Hicks: That’s right. You already said that. How about in community work? 
Mah: No. 
Hicks: Have you ever worked part-time? 
Mah: Yeah, I worked part time for a short while. That’s what made me want to go back to school. To 
finish my degree and get a full-time job. 
Hicks: Were you married at that time? Then you worked full-time when you started your job as a 
schoolteacher? 
Mah: Right. 
Hicks: When did you have your first paying job? 
Mah: First paying job? In this country? That was when I was going to school and as I told you, I went to 
work for Centro-Mart. That was part-time only, but that was a paying job. 
Hicks: What was the pay? 
Mah: What was the pay? Very low. I don’t even remember. 
Hicks: I was just wondering what the wage was then. 
Mah: Sixty-five cents an hour or a dollar sixty-five, I don’t remember. We weren’t paid even minimum 
wages. 
Hicks: Did you work before marriage? 
Mah: Yes, I did. That was a part-time job and then a couple of years full-time before I got married. 
Hicks: Did you give up your job upon marriage? 
Mah: No, not upon marriage, but on the children’s arrival. After the first child was born, then I stopped 
working and I devoted my full time raising the family. I really enjoyed it. 
Hicks: For the first two years. 
Mah: Not for the first two year, but the first ten years or so, just a full-time housewife and mother. My 
husband didn’t believe in having a babysitter to raise up the children. I’m glad I stayed home 
too. I really enjoyed raising my three children. 
Hicks: Did you enjoy working? 
Mah: Yes, I do. I love my job. 
Hicks: Would you have liked to have held a job for a longer time? 
Mah: Well, I hope I can hold this job as long as I wanted and am able to. 
Hicks: What do you find most satisfying about working? 
Mah: Oh, I love children for one thing, and just working with children is really a satisfying feeling. 
Hicks: What made you go into teaching? 
Mah: Well, okay that kind of a deep feeling a long time ago when I was back in China. For one thing, all 
students have a very respectful feeling toward teacher. We really look up to teachers and I 
thought becoming a teacher is really something I wanted to do, but later on my mind kinda 
changed a little bit. Then later on I changed it back. I said if I wanted to get a full-time job, I 
wouldn’t want to sit in an office. That’s too boring. I had a couple of years accounting already 
when I was in junior college. I could have gone on and finished my accounting degree, but I said, 
“Oh what a boring job working with figures all day long.” 
Hicks: That’s what I always feel about accounting. My roommate she wants to go into accounting, but 
how can you stand that? 
Mah: Right, so I said, “Gee, what is more interesting, facing a whole roomful of lively students or…” So I 
went back. I said, “I have to choose a certain career for when my children grow up and you 
know I have to have an outlet. I need to go out to do something, to get some kind of fulfillment 
for myself.” So I thought about it and I went back to school and I’m glad I did. 
Hicks: And your husband, was he pretty agreeable? 
Mah: Oh yes. He was very supportive. 
Hicks: What is the least satisfying thing about your work? 
Mah: The least satisfying? I think it is the attitude on, it makes me frustrated that they are not very, okay 
not the majority, but just a few, they are not really motivated to learn and that’s frustrating. You 
try to teach them and you try to make them learn and yet they just don’t care. They don’t have 
any inclination of doing anything and that is frustrating. 
Hicks: It doesn’t help the rest of the students either I don’t think. 
Mah: What do you do in that case then? You just keep on, you’ve got to push them, I guess. Yes. You just 
keep on. You just tell them, “You have to do work. That’s what you come to school for.” 
Hicks: You must have some that talk back then? 
Mah: Well, at this grade level you don’t have too many that talk back yet, but probably when they are 
older in the upper grade levels you will encounter some children who will talk back. 
Hicks: Would you have worked if you had stayed in the old country? 
Mah: Maybe not, I don’t know now. Like I said, that the country has changed so much. I think in China 
now that everyone works, but then a long time ago when I was growing up, not too many 
women worked, not too many. Mainly they were just a housewife. 
Hicks: If you worked after marriage, did you have any help at home with the children and with chores? 
Mah: Yes, my husband really shared fifty-fifty of the responsibilities at home. He was very good. 
Hicks: Was that through talk or he’s just that type of person? 
Mah: He’s just that type of person. He’s very willing. It wasn’t just that I started right off working, but I 
had to go back to school. That was hard. You know when you get off work, not every night do 
you have to bring home some work to do, but when you are a student you have homework to 
do all the time so that was even harder then when I was going to school than working now. 
Hicks: You didn’t have very much social life then either, did you? 
Mah: Not at all. We didn’t have the time to. 
Hicks: When you first held a job, did it seem that only certain types of jobs were available to you as a 
woman or because your ethnic group seemed to be in certain types of jobs? 
Mah: So far I was very lucky at getting jobs and the few jobs I held I didn’t have any problem getting 
them at all. I just applied and I got them. So I didn’t really have like some of the people have 
tough luck and have to walk through offices after offices in order to get a job. But I was pretty 
lucky. I didn’t feel any discrimination against me in job seeking. 
Hicks: Did you ever join a union? 
Mah: No. 
Hicks: Why not? 
Mah: I wasn’t require to. Well, in fact we just had a vote to join, to have the union as our representative 
to negotiate for our contract in this district. Okay, right now we have the Stockton Teacher’s 
Association which is affiliated with the National Educators organization. I don’t know what the 
exact title is, but anyway they have this AFT, they unionize organizations and they try to take 
over. We had a vote and the majority voted against the union. We just want to try to keep the 
Teacher’s Association as our representative to represent us. 
Hicks: What would have been the benefit if you did join the union? 
Mah: Well, they claim that they could do better, that they could negotiate a better contract. 
Hicks: So it’s just like two competing. Did you take a job after the children were in school or grown up? 
Mah: This is it. 
Hicks: Was there anything difficult about going back to work or school, like you were saying? 
Mah: No. I had a very helpful family. They all really pitched in and helped. 
Hicks: At that time was it common for parents to go back do you think? 
Mah: Oh yes. 
Hicks: It was? 
Mah: The people are really getting back in school. I started in Delta College. I went back to Delta to take 
up the few classes to fulfill the requirements for getting into education before I got into U.O.P. 
At that time even every class I was in there were a few adults rather than all college age 
students. So people were really gradually getting into, like from what I head that at Delta 
College the evening classes had even more students than regular day classes. 
Hicks: And probably older people. 
Mah: Right, so. 
Hicks: Did you take evening classes? 
Mah: I took some evening classes and some daytime classes. 
Hicks: How did you meet your husband? 
Mah: I met him in Stockton College. 
Hicks: This was in? 
Mah: 1952 or 1953, I don’t remember, but we were married in 1955. 
Hicks: You mean the junior high. 
Mah: The junior college. 
Hicks: I always think it is a junior high.  
Mah: It was senior high school and junior college combined together at that time, from eleventh grade 
fourteenth grade. Eleventh and twelve were considered the junior and senior class in high 
school the eleventh is your junior year and your twelfth is your senior year. Then the thirteenth 
grade would be your freshman year and fourteenth is your sophomore year. So they have all 
those four years together. 
Hicks: Were you required to go through all four grades? 
Mah: No, you weren’t. 
Hicks: You could stop like after twelve? 
Mah: Right. They were just all on one campus. 
Hicks: That was probably the only one here? 
Mah: Yes, I think so. 
Hicks: Are your husband’s parents from the old country? 
Mah: Uh huh. 
Hicks: Were you still living at home when you met your husband? 
Mah: Yes. 
Hicks: Describe your courtship. 
Mah: Very regular. We would go out and do things. We went to movies and went out to dinner and 
went out of town sometimes to San Francisco. 
Hicks: Were you about the same age? 
Mah: My husband is about two or three years older than I am. He was in the service and when he got 
out of the service then he went back to school. That’s how we met. That’s why we have an age 
difference. 
Hicks: He was like under the education benefits? 
Mah: Yes. 
Hicks: How old were you when you got married? 
Mah: I was about twenty-two. 
Hicks: Was your decision to marry him influenced by your family? 
Mah: No. 
Hicks: What did he do for a living when you married him? 
Mah: He worked for the Division of Highways and he still holds the same job. 
Hicks: Is that for the government? 
Mah: Yes, it was the state government. Now they call it the Cal-Trans Department. The Department of 
Transportation. 
Hicks: Did he ever change jobs? 
Mah: No. He has had the same job for twenty-six years. 
Hicks: How do you feel about his working in this job? 
Mah: Oh fine. It’s a nice government job with nice hours. 
Hicks: He works in the summer, doesn’t he? 
Mah: Oh yes, twelve months a year with a few weeks of vacation each year. 
Hicks: How did your husband’s job compare with the things that other men from your country did? 
Mah: Well I guess at that time when he first went in it was supposed to be a good job because it was a 
government job and it was an engineering job so it was kind of unusual for a Chinese to get into 
a government job, but people were gradually getting into government jobs at that time already. 
Hicks: You talking about minorities? 
Mah: No. It wasn’t opened for minorities. No, it wasn’t. you just go by qualifications. You just take a test 
and you pass the test. You know, you have to achieve so many points to get into a job. It’s 
strictly from testing, like civil service jobs. 
Hicks: How about other men working in Stockton? How did your husband’s job compare to jobs other 
men in your ethnic group had? 
Mah: I guess it was just an average job. 
Hicks: After you were married, how did the two of you make decisions? 
Mah: We shared responsibilities. We talked about things. 
Hicks: How did you resolve your differences? 
Mah: Oh, we talked and argued. 
Hicks: Going back about your marriage, did you have a traditional Chinese wedding? 
Mah: No, just a church wedding. 
Hicks: You didn’t have a traditional Chinese banquet? 
Mah: We just had a reception. 
Hicks: Did you want to? 
Mah: Well, you know that by the Chinese custom it is in the groom’s side that pays for the expenses, 
right? 
Hicks: Yeah.  
Mah: Well his father just wanted to give us a reception as a buffet dinner. 
Hicks: Chinese style? 
Mah: No, not Chinese. It was a buffet dinner. We had it at the Confucius Hall. So that’s all he wanted to 
do or all he could afford so that was fine with me. 
Hicks: So basically that would be considered a Chinese wedding because the wedding is the same as… 
Mah: We had it in the Morris Chapel. 
Hicks: I guess what I’m asking is there is not any custom as to how they get married is there? 
Mah: Any Chinese custom observed? Is that what you mean? 
Hicks: Yeah. 
Mah: Well, after the ceremony we went back to the house. We lived with his father after we were 
married because he bought the house just really for us, but of course he was single at that time. 
My husband’s mother was not here yet then, so we didn’t want him to live by himself, so he 
lived with us and then we went back to the house and we had the tea ceremony. We pour tea 
and then I give to him and in turn he gives me a big present back. I got a twenty-dollar gold 
piece back for a cup of tea. 
Hicks: Did they have like the little red envelopes? 
Mah: Uh huh, yes. 
Hicks: That’s part of the tea? 
Mah: You put it in the little red envelope and put it back on the saucer. 
Hicks: Does the family participate in that? 
Mah: Well he didn’t have that many members of … 
Hicks: I mean your family? 
Mah: No. The bride’s family is not supposed to attend. They’re not supposed to go there at all. It’s just 
strictly for the relatives. 
Hicks: What about beforehand? Before the wedding? Do you do anything? 
Mah: Before the wedding, of course they send over, my mother asks for so many hundreds of those 
cakes, something like mooncakes. You know all the Chinese weddings go by Chinese customs. 
The groom’s side is supposed to send over some cakes. 
Hicks: Not sponge cake? 
Mah: No. Those are really just like mooncakes except that mooncakes are the different varieties. It’s up 
to the bride’s mother to ask for how many. It all depends on how big the family the bride’s side 
has. Life if they have lots of relatives so the mother will have like a thousand of those cakes to 
pass out. 
Hicks: To everyone? 
Mah: Yes, to everyone. So that’s a big thing when the Chinese people get married. 
Hicks: Did you do that? 
Mah: Yes, we did. 
Hicks: So you did keep some of the customs. How did you resolve your differences? 
Mah: Oh, sometimes talk it over and if not just drop it, and then pick it up again sometime when we 
become a little more tolerant. 
Hicks: How did the two of you divide responsibilities? 
Mah: We practically shared most of the things. Like regular housecleaning would be my job. The yard 
work would be his job, but other odds and ends like even grocery shopping he goes with me and 
we do it together. In cooking, he helps too and even in washing the dishes he helps too. 
Hicks: He cooks Chinese food? 
Mah: Mainly he tries to help cook the American food, like he cooks steak or roast meat or something like 
that because he grew up in a restaurant. His father used to own a restaurant. 
Hicks: American or what? 
Mah: Both Chinese and American food. 
Hicks: Who made most of the decisions concerning the children? 
Mah: Oh, if anything the major decisions we really both had to agree on. 
Hicks: How many children did you have? 
Mah: Three. 
Hicks: Are your childrearing practices different from your mothers? 
Mah: Oh, I would say so. More democratic. 
Hicks: Were your children very demanding on you? 
Mah: No, not too much. 
Hicks: Did you sometimes help your children with problems they had at school? 
Mah: Yes. Luckily, they don’t have too many problems. 
Hicks: Can you tell me about these problems? 
Mah: Like I said, luckily they don’t have too many. They didn’t really have any problems. They are doing 
quite well academically and there were no disciplinary problems. 
Hicks: You had an older daughter and two? 
Mah: I have two daughters. The oldest ones are girls and the last one is a boy. The oldest one is twenty-
three and she graduated from U.C.L.A. this summer with an engineering degree. She also 
worked for Cal Trans in Los Angeles. Yeah, she came back and worked a couple of summers as a 
student trainee here in Stockton already. She liked that job. My second daughter is in Long 
Beach at the state university there and my son is at Stagg High School. 
Hicks: Did your relationships with members of your won family change after you got married? 
Mah: No, I don’t think so. 
Hicks: Was it good? 
Mah: Oh, average. 
Hicks: What was your greatest satisfaction as a mother? 
Mah: I don’t think I can really single out one thing that I can say was the greatest satisfaction. Oh, okay, 
my biggest satisfaction came when I saw my daughter graduate and we went to her 
commencement at U.C.L.A. so that was a really big thing. 
Hicks: What was your greatest concern as a mother? 
Mah: To see that they had a good education and a good marriage and a good job. That’s all really. 
Hicks: How did you handle these concerns? 
Mah: Alright, as I said we tried to support them through college. If they want to advance degrees it was 
alright with us, too. We said we’d support them or help them get through. In other things I don’t 
think there is that much they need your help with except like when they talk about friends. 
Sometimes they come back and consult with us and talk over problems with friends and of 
course we give them moral support. We have a very good relationship. 
Hicks: What were you especially proud of in running your home? 
Mah: My house is not very clean. I used to. I guess it’s just raising three responsible children. 
Hicks: At what age did your children really begin to be independent? 
Mah: Oh, maybe about twelve or thirteen. They can take care of themselves pretty well. 
Hicks: In what ways were they independent? 
Mah: They can look after themselves. Maybe like if we go out of town overnight some place we can 
really depend on them to take care of themselves. At least they can cook a meal. That’s what I 
consider independence. 
Hicks: How did this independence compare with you when you were young? 
Mah: I guess I wasn’t that independent when I was that age. Like I said before, I went to a boarding 
school I was really taken care until I left that school. I never had to cook a meal. I never had to 
wash my own clothes or do any of that sort of thing when I was growing up, so they have 
learned a lot more responsibility than when I was that age. 
Hicks: How do you feel about this? 
Mah: Oh, I think that’s great really. Everyone should start young to take some responsibility for 
themselves. 
Hicks: What were you concerned about as they began to go more on their own? 
Mah: Well, I’m glad that they could do it and I just hope that they can take care of themselves nicely 
without worrying us. 
Hicks: Would your interests have been different had you not married? 
Mah: Maybe. I can’t imagine how I would feel if I were single. Really, everything just evolves so much 
around my own family and I just can’t imagine really, what a single woman would do, how they 
would spend their time. I really can’t imagine that at all. 
Hicks: Do you feel you gave up your own interests while you were raising the children? 
Mah: No, I didn’t feel that way at all. I really think, maybe people think I am old-fashioned, but I really 
think that is the main duty of a woman. 
Hicks: Instead of giving it to a babysitter. 
Mah: Uh huh. I really think that is the main job. 
Hicks: Well, now that some of your children are on their own, how often do you get together? 
Mah: With the children? Well, they have been living at home all their lives until they were old enough to 
go off to college, but whenever there are holidays, they always come home. Even my oldest one 
came home for Christmas. 
Hicks: Did your children’s activities sometimes involve you in different activities and lead to meeting 
new people? 
Mah: Yes, like when they were in school, the two girls at least, they were in the Blue Birds and Campfire 
Girls. Yes, I was helping out as an assistant leader and things like that. Then I joined the P.T.A. I 
was involved in the P.T.A. I was a room mother to help you know and to serve parties. Yes, I was 
very involved in these things. 
Hicks: Were these people members of your own ethnic group? 
Mah: No. 
Hicks: Neighborhood? 
Mah: Neighborhood, yes. At that time elementary school was strictly a neighborhood elementary 
school. 
Hicks: Thinking of your family overall, how did it compare with other families from your country? 
Mah: I don’t think there was that much difference from other Chinese families at all. 
Hicks: What about sending their children to school? 
Mah: From the people we now of, of our friends, we’re practically all doing about the same thing. We 
send our children to school, whoever is willing to go. We don’t make them stop and go out to 
seek a job. 
Hicks: Is your husband still living? 
Mah: Yes. 
Hicks: Taking all things together, would you say you are happy, pretty happy or not too happy with the 
way your married life turned out. 
Mah: Pretty happy. 
Hicks: Can you explain? 
Mah: He is a very considerate person and I don’t think I could ask for a better husband really, and I am 
very grateful the way the children turned out, too. They are pretty successful in school and at 
home so far we haven’t had any problem with them. 
Hicks: Thinking of your life after you were first married, what did you expect to get out of life then? 
Mah: I think maybe just what I am doing now. I just expected to raise a family, to become a responsible 
citizen, a responsible person and then I’ll be able to get a job that I like to do. I guess I don’t 
have high hopes to become famous or miss fame and wealth. Life just turned out the way I 
expected it would. I didn’t ask more and that’s why I’m not too disappointed with things. I didn’t 
ask for too much. 
Hicks: Did your expectations change? 
Mah: No. 
Hicks: Were the goals you had for your family different form those of your parents? 
Mah: I think so, because like I said, my family didn’t really think that I should have gone to college or to 
get a college degree at all, but now I expect all of mine would even just a college degree if not 
further. 
Hicks: After they realized that you did go on, did they change? 
Mah: Well yes. Now they are glad that I did. 
Hicks: Were your goals different from others your same age when they got married? 
Mah: I don’t think so. They had the same expectations. 
Hicks: Did your husband generally share these goals? 
Mah: Yes. 
Hicks: Have you become a U.S. citizen? 
Mah: A naturalized citizen. 
Hicks: What was that? 
Mah: 1970 or so. 
Hicks: What made you do it so late? 
Mah: Oh, there was some kind of process and there was confusion about the way I came to this country 
so there was a delay. 
Hicks: How do you feel about the United States? 
Mah: Well, I think it is a great country and I keep on reminding my children that too in the mornings 
when they don’t stand straight to salute the flag. I tell them that the flag represents your 
country. 
Hicks: How do you feel about the draft? 
Mah: Oh, I don’t mind at all. I have a son who is sixteen and I feel that every citizen has the responsibility 
to protect their country, going into drafting or getting into the service, not necessarily loving the 
war. I think every citizen has that responsibility. 
Hicks: Considering your own life, what is the best age to be? 
Mah: I would like to think now. I am really enjoying myself. 
Hicks: What makes it the best? 
Mah: Well, the fulfillment you feel about yourself. I think and I really feel that I am fulfilling myself as a 
successful mother. I think I’m successful anyway because my children are doing quite well. I 
don’t have any problems. And so far, I am okay on my job, so I feel content. 
Hicks: Again, considering your own life what is the worst age to be? 
Mah: Probably it was during the war years when I was eleven or twelve and our country was fighting 
against the Japanese. That was about the worst part of my life. 
Hicks: The Chinese? 
Mah: Yes, the Chinese during the Second World War. That was the worst part. 
Hicks: What made it the worst part? 
Mah: Just all the things that happened in the war that you have heard about. We had gone through that 
with the bombing and… 
Hicks: It affected you when you were growing up? 
Mah: Oh yes, certainly. My schooling was interrupted. Everything was just chaos. We even suffered a 
little starvation. 
Hicks: Looking back on your life now, can you think of sometimes when great changes happened that 
really changed your life or gave it new direction? 
Mah: No, not much. I have a very uneventful life so there were no major happenings. 
Hicks: Was that back in the old country? 
Mah: Uh both back there and here. 
Hicks: Are you saying when you came? 
Mah: Yes. It just took a little period adjustment, that’s all. 
Hicks: Did the depression affect you? 
Mah: No, not really. I don’t really know anything about the depression here. You’re talking about the 
thirties? 
Hicks: World War II? 
Mah: Yes, World War II, like I said, I had gone through it back in the village. We had gone through the 
bombings and invasion and occupation of the Japanese. 
Hicks: You father was… 
Mah: He wasn’t there. He was over here in this country. 
Hicks: You stayed in a village? 
Mah: In the village and also in Hong Kong. Remember the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor and Hong 
Kong at the same time. They had bombed Pearl Harbor and Hong Kong, and occupied Hong 
Kong at the same time. So I was there too when the Japanese came. 
Hicks: They just bombed or are you saying they invaded? 
Mah: They bombed and invaded at the same time. They bombed and came right in. They British didn’t 
have any resistance really at all. They just came right in and took over. 
Hicks: Then what happened to you? Were you affected? 
Mah: Well, yes, we just stayed at home. We didn’t go out or do anything. After they came in to Hong 
Kong they sent most of the Chinese people, if they came out from the villages, they wanted to 
send them back because Hong Kong is just an island and there was no land for them to farm or 
to produce food, so after they took over they cut off all the other sources of getting the food so 
they wanted to send the people back, to kind of disperse them back to the countryside. So we 
were sent back to our village. 
Hicks: So how long did you have to stay there? 
Mah: Oh, maybe a couple more years. 
Hicks: So your schooling was delayed? 
Mah: Yes, it was interrupted many, many times. Many times. I was in second grade and then I was 
interrupted and then I went to Hong Kong and then third, fourth, fifth, sixth, practically every 
grade I was interrupted. 
Hicks: Then you had to come over here and it was interrupted then. 
Mah: It wasn’t really interrupted when I came over. It was just a change, switching from one language to 
another. The reason they put me in the eleventh grade, I took the test and I think I was able to 
catch up with what they were doing in the eleventh grade. I had all my math and all my other 
science. 
Hicks: Would that have been the same grade as if you had stayed in Hong Kong? 
Mah: Yes. I didn’t go back a grade or anything. 
Hicks: Did any purchase made by your family change your life in any major way? 
Mah: Maybe the house that my parents bought. That was nice, rather than living in a rented place. You 
have a place that you call your own and you have your own back yard where you can plant your 
own vegetables and flowers, so I really enjoyed that part. 
Hicks: So when your parents came here, they were planning to buy a house? 
Mah: Oh yes. They saved their money and that was their goal to buy a home. 
Hicks: Are there government programs that you particularly enjoy having? 
Mah: I don’t know what a government program is. I don’t know what you mean. Oh, you mean like 
welfare. I don’t like that too much. It is really kind of getting out of hand. There are some people 
that deserve the help, but there is a lot of abuse. 
Hicks: Have you ever heard of Women’s Liberation Movement? 
Mah: I’ve heard about it, but I don’t really understand it that much. I don’t really support that. 
Hicks: What do you think about it? 
Mah: Of course, we want equal rights and want some things equal, but I think sometimes they are really 
pushing too much. 
Hicks: o your daughters talk about it? 
Mah: No, they are not that much into it either. 
Hicks: Have any Stockton evens really affected you and your family? 
Mah: Not that I can think of really. 
